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From the Minister . . .  
 

On this ñhallowed eveò of all the saints I reflect on the few months 

since our arrival here at St. Andrewôs. 

       Iôve learned that the First Peoples named this place Katarowk-

wi, meaning the gathering place on the flat rocks. It is a good place 

to meet one another and the great Mystery that I call G*d. 

In this 60th anniversary year of St. Andrewôs By-The-Lake, we 

remember the many saints who lived and worked, loved, served 

and died witnessing the light of Christôs vision. Their encourage-

ment remains a vital part of the ongoing passion seen here: open 

doors, open hearts and open minds. Continue to let them be a trans-

forming light as we worship, study, nurture friendships and cove-

nant, together seeking to be an inclusive community of faith. 

The excellent solar panel project is just one way that the light 

of Christ shines from this place in respect for the many gifts of cre-

ation. 

St. Andrew was one of the first disciples who shared a passion 

with Jesus, to live the vision of G*dôs ñkingdomò come here on 

earth. It was and continues to be a shared vision of justice, peace 

and right relationships. 

In the Gospel stories of ñgood newsò, Andrew the fisherman, 

after meeting Jesus, finds his brother Simon and brings him to meet 

Jesus too. I think thatôs one of the important 

tasks for us today, as we seek to be whatôs 

sometimes called the ñemerging churchò - a 

place where each of us encounters the Mys-

tery. It is then a place to which we can invite 

our friends and colleagues,  that they too might 

come to experience a faith community that is 

passionate about transformation and living 

with respect, friendship and peace in our 

world.  

In the way of St. Andrew, I invite you to 

come. 

The 27th of November is the first Sunday 

of Advent, also known as St. Andrewôs Sun-

day. This is the beginning of the new church 

year and a good place for any of us to begin or 

renew a pattern for our lives here on the flat 

rocks at St. Andrewôs By-The-Lake. ALL are 

welcome. 

Blessings abound, Sue Paterson 
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A Feast for Advent & Christmas  

Services  
 

Nov. 27 10 am Advent 1: Feast of Hope ð Communion 

Dec.  4 10 am Advent 2: Feast of Peace 

Dec. 11 10 am Advent 3: Feast of Joy ð Nativity Story & 

Special Music 

Dec. 18 10 am Advent 4: Feast of Love (White Gift Sunday) 

    Supporting Dawn House (see page 5 for suggestions) 

Dec  24 7  pm  Christmas Eve for All Ages ð The First 

Christingle 

 10 pm  Christmas Eve ð The Child is Born  

   (Upper Founders Hall) 

Dec  25 10 amChristmas Day ð Worship in Song and Story 
 

Jan.   1 10 am  New Yearôs Day ð Reflections to hail the 

New Year 

Jan.   8  10 am  Epiphany Sunday 
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Welcome Sue!  
 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to 

Sue Paterson, her husband, Mike and their 

extended family. Sue grew up in the small 

community of Burnbrae, near Campbellford, 

Ontario. With her mother and brothers and 

sister she attended the local Presbyterian 

Church. After years of journeying, she was 

ordained in Te Haahi Weteriana O Aotearoa - the Meth-

odist Church of New Zealand. Developing a Contem-

plative Centre in Tai Tokerau, Sue served as retreat lead-

er and spiritual director. She was next appointed to an 

ecumenical community church in Wellington, New Zea-

land. In 1995, Sue and Mike moved to Scotland where 

Sue served in a three-point circuit with the Methodist 

Church of Scotland and taught at the Theological Insti-

tute of the Scottish Episcopal Church. 

In 2003, Sue and Mike returned to Canada and Sue 

was called to serve the Norwood/Westwood United 

Church Pastoral Charge. She was formally admitted to 

the United Church of Canada in 2006. 

Sue comes to St. Andrew's By-The-Lake after work-

ing for two years in P.E.I. in the six-point pastoral 

charge of Alberton/Elmsdale. 

She is a member of the Bay of Quinte Conference, 

Mission Outreach and Advocacy Action group, Dancing  

 

 

 

the Circle of Right Relations with First Na-

tions, Inuit, and Metis people. 

In the short time that Sue has been with 

us so far, we have had a chance to experi-

ence her thoughtful and creative leadership 

in worship. She has helped us to view how  

the Spirit is in creation through a series of 

Sunday morning services that reflected the United 

Church's Season of Creation themes. We've experi-

enced Sue's enthusiasm for building community by 

periodically altering the seating arrangements, as 

well as encouraging the youth and other congrega-

tional members to participate in the service. We've 

also had the opportunity to celebrate World Wide 

Communion in the round and to participate in a 

special covenanting service for Sue and her minis-

try with us.  

We are very pleased that Sue has accepted our 

call to come to St. Andrew's By-The-Lake and look 

forward to her journeying with us as we continue to 

explore our faith and grow together. 

The Ministry and Personnel Committee 

Christmas Food Baskets  
 
For many years the people of St. Andrewôs By-The-Lake 

have generously supported the Christmas food basket 

program coordinated by the Salvation Army. Last year 

we were able to assist 20 area families and I believe we 

can offer to sponsor a similar number this year. During 

the Sundays of Advent, should you choose to be part of 

this program, you may donate specific food items to go 

into the food baskets. Donations of money will be used to 

purchase the perishable items like the turkeys, fruit and 

vegetables.  

 A few days prior to Christmas, volunteers will be 

needed to pack and deliver the baskets to our sponsored 

families. Tuesday, December 20, would fit in with the 

Salvation Army schedule. For families with children, 

toys provided through the local toy drive, will be deliv-

ered along with the food baskets.   

 If you have any questions or would like to help, 

please contact Anne Aston, 389-2169. 

 

LOVE 

 

Try to remember each ocean waveõs 

unfolding, wonderful form Y  

Try to recall the sweet startle 

of each picked berry bitten, 

Try to re-live the grateful rise  

of every in -drawn breath,  

Try to re-wonder the first time  

that the stars shone into your night,  

Try to thrill as when first you rose  

to set off on your way alone, 

Try to sigh as at last you sighed 

when you found your long way home,  

Try to dream all your fondest dreams  

over and over again. 

Now look deep in anotherõs eyes   

and release what you feel inside. 

 Mike Paterson 
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From the Chair . . .  
 
As new Council Chair should I be used to this 

position by now? I sure hope not! Maybe it has some-

thing to do with so much going on: solar panels on our 

roof which will produce a good income for the church 

over the next 20+ years; a new minister who, with a 

simple alteration of the seating plan, has changed the 

way we see others in the congregation (literally and fig-

uratively!); the Ham supper; Music Westôs new season; 

new hymnals; our 60th Anniversary celebration; and 

Creative Nights on Sundays in Upper Foundersô Hall. It 

is hard to keep up with the energy of the wonderful 

members of St. Andrewôs By-The-Lake 

Be sure to go to our website, kept up-to-date by An-

dré Arpin, www.standrewsbythelake.ca, and click on 

the little sun at the bottom of the page to see how much 

power we are generating on a daily basis (multiply 

by .802 to see how many dollars we have earned: it was 

$33 today!). There are also graphs of daily, weekly and 

even lifetime energy production, and they show that, 

after only a rainy October week, we have offset as much 

carbon as three trees.  

This exciting project started last year when Jim 

Brown, our treasurer, brought the idea (with some fig-

ures to demonstrate its value) to Council in December. 

With that initial approval Jim made the application to 

the Ontario Power Authority over the Christmas holi-

days, and then the Finance Committee struck a subcom-

mittee to look closely into the feasibility of the project, 

followed by a request for proposals and selecting a con-

tractor. Graham Lodge, Hank Gaveel, and Don Henry  

 
 

were on the subcommittee with Jim. Carrie Thompson  

and her Finance Committee made sure the funding 

would work, and they oversaw the process of getting 

approvals from Council, the congregation, and Presby-

tery. The boost from the unanimous support of the con-

gregation at our meeting in June cannot be understated. 

The Property Committee was also involved in making 

sure the building was being looked after. Finally, the 

Trustees let us borrow from ourselves at a good interest 

rate, and also made sure we had insurance on the pro-

ject.  

Our new minister, Sue Paterson, with her arrival at 

St. Andrewôs has started us on a new spiritual journey, 

as she wants us to learn together how to dance, and how 

to sing a song of Christôs love. Our new hymnals, sing-

ing during prayers, and guest soloists are helping us on 

the way. 

The Sundays with chairs in a new configuration of 

two concentric ovals, are a really interesting change. 

With this we can face over half of the congregation dur-

ing the service. For someone who usually arrives at the 

last minute and then scurries to the front, where few 

other congregants congregate, it is a challenging 

change, but certainly worth a try!  

I greatly appreciate the help of all of the Church 

community in my new position, and especially the other 

members of Council who are so helpful to me. I hope 

the energy and enthusiasm for new projects continues. 

Sue Charlesworth 

From the Property Committee :  
 

The Property Committee has been extremely busy dur-

ing the months of September and October. Tim Gowdy 

has done a first class job on the floor in Centennial Hall 

during the summer break and he continues to provide 

excellent service. The outside grounds are looking quite 

nice thanks to Tim Gowdy and Ken Ross. Sue Paterson, 

our new minister, had her office cleared out, cleaned, 

floor waxed and carpet cleaned, and the office is now 

quite presentable. Archival room on the second floor 

has been rearranged and after some painting is complet-

ed, it will become a suitable area.  

Graham Lodge has been busy repairing and painting 

the outside front area of Upper Foundersô Hall. The out-

side front entrance area of Centennial Hall will be 

spruced up and cement walkway repaired as a matter of 

priority. Numerous minor items are still on the to-do list 

and will be tackled as time permits. Several items that 

were no longer in use have been passed on to another 

United Church that had a need and two loads have been 

taken to recycle/landfill.  

The Property Committee is always looking for new 

members, please approach anyone on the Committee to 

volunteer.  

Cecil Penney  
 

 

Family Choir  

for Christmas 

Eve service  

at 7 pm  

 

Come and sing in the Family 

Choir on  

December 24 at 7:00 pm!   

 

Rehearsals will take place at 11:30 am on Sundays  

November 27, December 4, 11, and 18.  
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Faith, Film, and Fiction 
2011-2012, 7:30 ï 9 pm 

First Tuesday of the Month 
 

If you are someone who enjoys reading novels and/or 

viewing films, you may be interested in a group which 

meets monthly at St. Andrewôs By-The-Lake United 

Church. Faith, Film and Fiction is a discussion group 

which looks at the religious and spiritual dimension of a 

film or novel. Participants are welcome to attend one or 

all of the sessions. Please read the novel or view the 

film ahead of our meeting; questions to guide our dis-

cussion are available from the Church Office at 613-389

-8082 or www.standrewsbythelake.ca, two Sundays 

before the Tuesday gathering. All sessions meet 7:30-9 

pm. 

      We began this yearôs program by discussing the film 

Gentlemanôs Agreement directed by Elia Kazan and  

 
then the book and film The Reader written by Bernhard 

Schlink and directed by Stephen Daldry.  We shall con-

tinue with the following: 

 

Dec.  6 Margaret Lawrence, Fire Dwellers, 969 
 

Feb.  7 Linden MacIntyre, The Bishopôs Man, 2009 
 

Mar. 7 Brian Sibley, Shadowlands, 1985 

 Film, 1993  (dir. Richard Attenborough) 
 

April 3  Ernest Hemmingway, For Whom  the Bell 

 Tolls, 1940. Film, 1943  (dir. Sam Woods) 
 

May 1 Christy Brown,  My Left Foot, 1954 

 Film, 1989  (dir. Jim Sheridan) 
 

June 5    James Bartleman, As Long as the Rivers 

 Flow, 2011 

Barbara Elliott 

From the Church Library  
 

fatty legs and a stranger at home 

by Christy Jordan-Fenton and Margaret 

Pokiak-Fenton 

illustrated by Liz Amini-Holmes, An-

nick Press 

 

From Confederation until 1969, there were many church

-run residential schools in Canada providing education 

to Aboriginal children. The goals of these schools were 

assimilation and Christianization. Rapid changes were 

coming as Europeans spread throughout North America 

and many Aboriginal parents believed that by sending 

their children to residential schools they could help pre-

pare them for the future. Often the choice was not theirs 

to make as their children were forcibly removed to the 

schools.  

While at the residential schools, the students were 

forbidden to speak their language, were given foods that 

were strange to them and had to wear uniforms very 

different from their traditional clothing. When they re-

turned to their families, the children were often shunned 

and treated as outsiders. Struggling for words in their 

native tongue, they became a source of ridicule in their 

communities.  

In recent years, survivors of the residential school 

system have begun to tell stories of cultural, physical, 

psychological and in some cases, sexual abuse. In l986, 

the General Council of the United Church of Canada 

delivered an apology to the Native Congregations and in 

1998, the Moderator of the United Church offered an  

 
 

apology. The United Church has worked with other de-

nominations and survivor groups to promote a national 

truth-telling and healing process. On June 1, 2009, the 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission was formed. 

Some of the survivors of the residential schools have 

found healing in relating their stories. 

fatty legs (2010) and the sequel, a stranger at home 

(2011) are the personal story of Olemaun Pokiak who, 

as a young Inuit girl, spent more than two years at a 

Catholic residential school in Aklavik, NWT. A clever 

girl, Olemaun loved books and wanted more than any-

thing to learn to read English. She persuaded her reluc-

tant parents to let her go to the school. In fatty legs it is 

difficult to read her account of having her braids cut off, 

being forced to work at many menial tasks, and being 

introduced to a God more threatening than loving. The 

homesickness was the worst thing she had to bear. In 

the sequel, Olemaun, now given the Christian name of 

Margaret, returns to her family as a stranger at home. 

A strong and determined girl, Margaret fights hard to 

reclaim her place in her community. 

These books are written for younger readers but I 

feel that the voice of Olemaun Pokiak speaks to every-

one. 

Find out more about the United Church Residential 

Schools Archive Project ï The Children Remembered 

by visiting the United Church website. 

Anne Aston 
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Memorial Gardens:  A Brief History  
 

Many of us will remember the two small rental houses 

that were located at the north end of the church property 

along Front Road. Once these houses had ended their 

functional life and were dismantled there was a large 

area that needed to be landscaped. 

The late Royce Graham helped to form a 

Landscaping Committee in early 2007. Church Council 

gave the Landscaping Committee the mandate to use 

rocks and materials to create gardens to unify all of the 

green spaces on the church property. The main focus 

was to be the area previously occupied by the afore-

mentioned houses. Gardens were to be created and 

maintained with economic support from the Memorial 

Fund. A separate Memorial Garden Fund was created so 

that donations could be made in memory of family and 

friends. 

In 2008, Jim Jackson, and his son, Mike, who are 

quarry owners near Inverary, helped the project start its 

physical development by donating and placing large 

rocks at the north end of the property. The following 

spring they returned and placed large limestone rocks to 

form retaining walls for two large sloping garden beds. 

These gardens have been planted with a variety of 

shrubs and perennials. Kay Langmuir and I spent hours 

selecting shrubs at a local nursery, placing the shrubs 

and finally planting them to create a natural and 

pleasing effect. In the fall of 2009, 200 bulbs were 

planted to give some spring colour to the beds. 

In the spring of 2010 members of St. Andrew's By-

The-Lake donated perennials from their gardens. A 

granite bench was donated by the Garrah family in 

memory of Jean Garrah. 

In the fall of 2011, James Ross and I planted 

another 470 bulbs in many of the flower beds around the 

church. The blooms, next spring, will add more colour 

to the gardens. 

As of October 28, 2011, a path has been installed to 

connect the north end of the parking lot to the sidewalk 

that is located along the east side of the church building. 

Although the Memorial Gardens have been 

designed to be low maintenance, there is still a need for 

ongoing upkeep. Pruning and weeding is a requirement 

of all gardens. Mulching is an annual necessity for weed 

control and to retain moisture and nourish the soil. 

These efforts require ongoing financial support 

St. Andrew's By-The-Lake is grateful to all who 

have made donations to the Memorial Garden Fund over 

the years. I must mention the very generous support of 

Helen Fantham who hosted luncheons at her residence 

in the summer of 2011 and donated the money to the 

Memorial Garden Fund. Thank you and well done 

Helen! 

I also want to extend my most heartfelt appreciation 

to all of the people who donated time and sweat in 

creating and maintaining these gardens. The list 

includes (with apologies to any who are  missed): Kay 

Langmuir, Graham Lodge, Charlie Garrah, Royce 

Graham, Stirling Wight, Allan Taggart, Stew Holland, 

Cecil Penney, Newton Douglas, Colin Garrah, James 

Ross, my sister Marion Murray, Tony Louwman, Joyce 

Leslie and all those others who support the gardens in 

many ways. 

Ken Ross 

Jingle Bell Tea & Sale 
Sat., Dec. 3, 2-4 pm 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Featuring:  
 

Handmade Crafts  

Gift Baskets of Coffee, Tea, Chocolate 
 

Free Admission 

Refreshment Ticket $5 
 

Fundraiser at/for 

St. Andrew's By-The-Lake United Church 

Wanted:   
Handicrafts, Baking,  

Wreaths (only on loan for event), 

Your Assistance on Saturday afternoon 
 

Please see signup sheets at the back 
or 

Contact:  Fran McLean 389-7585 

WHITE GIFT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18  

Suggested Items for Dawn House Shelter  
 

Items will be collected for women & children: 

�‡ Clothing for women of all ages 
�‡ Clothing for boys and girls (ages infant to 16) 
�‡ Household items 
�‡ Non-perishable food items such as coffee, tuna, pasta 

and peanut butter 

�‡ Women's personal hygiene products 
�‡ Office supplies such as pens, paper and envelopes 
�‡ Bed linens, blankets and towels 
�‡ Women's and children's pajamas and nightgowns 
�‡ Cash donations 
�‡ Canadian Tire money (we can purchase many items 

needed at the shelter at Canadian Tire)  


